
A Brief History of Coins

THE PENNY: The penny is a one-cent coin. The first official penny was made in 1793 – that’s 
222 years ago! The penny has seen several changes in those 222 years. Up until 1856, the 
penny was larger than the ones we use today. These larger pennies had images of Lady Liberty on 
the front. The first smaller penny, the size we use today, was made in 1856 and had a flying eagle 
on it. The eagle was replaced with an Indian head in 1859 before a picture of Abraham Lincoln, our 
16th President, replaced it 1909 and has been there ever since. Originally made of pure copper, 
today’s penny is made mostly of zinc. There are 100 pennies in a dollar.

THE NICKEL: The nickel is a five-cent coin. It was first made in 1866 and had a picture of a 
shield on it. The nickel saw its first change in 1883 when Liberty appeared on the coin. Then in 
1913, the “Buffalo Nickel” was made. This nickel had a picture of a buffalo on the back, and 
an Indian head on the front. Today, and since 1938, Thomas Jefferson, our 3rd President, has 
appeared on the nickel. There are 20 nickels in a dollar. Before the nickel, there were coins called 
“half dimes” which were also five-cents, but haven’t been made since 1873! 

THE DIME: The dime is a ten-cent coin. The first dime was made in 1796, just three years after 
the penny. Lady Liberty was also featured on early designs of the coin until replaced by a male 
figure from 1892-1945. Franklin Roosevelt, our 32nd President, was put on the coin in 1946, 
just one year after his death. The dime is the smallest coin we use. There are 10 dimes in a dollar.

THE QUARTER: The quarter is a twenty-five-cent coin. Like the dime, it has been made since 
1796. It’s early designs were similar to the dime as well. George Washington, our first President, 
has been on the coin since 1932. Many quarters we use today feature states or national parks on 
the back. There are 4 quarters in a dollar.

If you’re in school, you know that 
getting good grades is important! Did 
you know that coins get graded, too? 
For collectors, the condition of a coin is 
everything.

A high graded coin makes it worth more 
to collectors. A coin that is damaged won’t 
be as valuable as a coin that looks new, 

even if it’s 100 years old!

Coins Get Grades, Too!

All this talk about coins and no mention 
of the Quarter Books! Have you been 
saving your Quarters? Quarters can add 
up fast! 

Remember, everytime you bring a full 
Quarter Book into the Bank for deposit 
you’ll get a prize! It’s a great way to save 
up your money.

Quarter Books
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The U.S. Mints

Not all your money comes from the same place! Coins 
are made at places called “Mints”. Today, there are 4 Mints 
that make coins, but only 2 of them make the coins we use 
to buy things. The other 2 make coins for collectors.

The Nation’s first Mint is in nearby Philadelphia, where they 
still make coins that we use today. You can find a “P” on 
these coins to show that they were made in Philadelpia. We 
also use coins that come from the Mint in Denver, Colorado. 
These coins have a “D” on them to show that they were 
made in Devner.

Collectors buy coins from the other 2 Mints located in San 
Francisco, California and West Point, New York. These 
Collector’s coins are made special, usullly of pure silver or 
with gold. The San Francisco coins have an “S” on them.

There also used to be Mints in Charlotte, North Carolina; 
Dahlonega, Georgia; New Orleans, Louisiana; and Carson City, 
Nevada, but all those locations are now closed.

Help QuiNBy visit the Mints where coins are still made! 
Go to www.qnbbank.com, click on “Personal Banking” and 
then “QuiNBy’s Savers Club”. The maze is located under 
“QuiNBy’s Blog”. Print it out, complete it, and bring it to 

your local branch to earn a QuiNBy Buck!

The Coin Issue

This issue is all about 
coins! Learn about the history 
of coins and where they 
are made. After reading the 
newsletter, play a matching 
game to test what you’ve 
learned! Then, check your 
answers on QuiNBy’s website, 
at www.qnbbank.com, where 
you’ll also find “QuiNBy’s 
Mint Maze”. Print it out, 
complete it, and bring it in to 
any branch to receive another 
QuiNBy Buck!

Match the person to 
the coin that they are 
associated with.
HINT: Read the “A Brief 
History of Coins” article!

_____ Penny

_____ Nickel

_____ Dime

_____ Quarter

A. George Washington

B. Abraham Lincoln

C. Franklin Roosevelt

D. Thomas Jefferson

Match Game! Who is on our Coins?


